
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
 

Ørsted, Tradepoint Atlantic Achieve Key Milestone in Development of 
Maryland’s First Offshore Wind Staging Center 

 
Annapolis, MD (March 17, 2021)  -- Ørsted, the world leader in offshore wind, announced today the successful 
completion of the initial phase of Maryland’s first offshore wind staging center at Tradepoint Atlantic, the 3,300-acre 
global logistics center in Baltimore County, Maryland.  
 
Ørsted has now completed $13.2 million in port infrastructure upgrades establishing both a lift-on/lift-off and roll-
on/roll-off berth within Tradepoint Atlantic’s port facility for handling offshore wind components such as wind 
turbine blades, foundations, nacelles, and towers. This includes strengthening the ground bearing capacity at the 
port to allow heavy-lift cranes and specialized transporters to move wind turbine components, some weighing as 
much as 2,000 tons, from ships onto the site. Ørsted provided funding to drive hundreds of heavy steel pilings over 
150 feet into the ground so that these heavy components can be safely handled. 
 
Ørsted and Tradepoint Atlantic are now beginning preparations for the second phase of the staging center, which is 
development of 50 additional acres of land for the laydown, storage, and assembly of offshore wind components. 
This new phase represents a critical step in Ørsted’s commitment to invest in a steel fabrication plant in Maryland, 
and also lays the groundwork for a potential investment in steel manufacturing facilities at Tradepoint. The new 
space could also be used for manufacturing offshore wind components. The development of these areas can be a 
building block for future suppliers to build a Maryland-centric supply chain for offshore wind.  
 
“Tradepoint Atlantic is a world-class Maryland asset with a storied legacy of serving the needs of the United States 
and the world," said Governor Larry Hogan. "This Baltimore institution is once again positioned to serve as a critical 
piece in supporting our country’s clean and renewable energy transformation for generations to come. Now is the 
time to invest in the kind of infrastructure that supports the development of new industries—like offshore wind—
and the creation of thousands of new jobs. Ørsted has an established track record as the global leader in this noble 
effort, and we’re proud to call them a partner in achieving our climate and renewable energy goals.” 
 
“Wind energy is essential if we want to move our country away from dirty fossil fuels and create quality jobs in the 
process,” Congressman Dutch Ruppersberger said. “This project, specifically, will provide enough clean energy to 
power 35,000 Maryland homes and support 1,400 jobs in a community still reeling from the closure of Bethlehem 
Steel years ago. I congratulate Ørsted, Tradepoint Atlantic and all of their partners for completing this phase and 
setting Maryland on a course to be the country’s premier destination for offshore wind staging and manufacturing.” 
 
“The investment in Tradepoint Atlantic as a logistic hub and steel fabrication plant is one of the important benefits to 
Maryland as part of the award of ORECs. Maryland has been a leader in supporting the development of offshore 
wind technology, said Jason Stanek, Chairman of the Maryland Public Service Commission. The construction now 
occurring at Tradepoint Atlantic will assist the Ørsted Skipjack project to get built and ensure that all Marylanders will 
benefit from the economic development associated with our transition to a clean energy economy.”  

“As a small, family-owned business, Strum Contracting is honored to play a critical role developing Maryland’s first 
offshore wind staging center at Tradepoint Atlantic,” said Teaera Strum, Chief Operating Officer of Strum 
Contracting. “Offshore wind is poised to create thousands of jobs in Maryland, and we have already increased our 
physical space and steel fabrication capacity to meet this anticipated demand.” 

Strum Contracting is a Curtis Bay-based civil construction company that provided steel and welding services and 
assisted with driving the heavy pilings to improve the staging center’s ground-bearing capacity. Strum Contracting 
hired from Jane Addams Resource Corporation (JARC) to provide labor on this project. JARC is a non-profit workforce 
development organization in Baltimore City’s Park Heights neighborhood that trains unemployed and 
underemployed Marylanders skills in welding and other services critical to offshore wind workforce development.  



 

 

“Together with Tradepoint Atlantic, we are delivering on our promises to the State of Maryland and have literally laid 
the foundation of a growing offshore wind workforce and supply chain in the state.” said David Hardy, CEO, Offshore 
North America.  “We are particularly proud to play our part in repurposing this historic Bethlehem Steel site, an 
effort that has long been supported by a number of leaders, including Governor Hogan. We thank the Governor, 
Representative Ruppersberger, the Maryland Public Service Commission, the leadership of Tradepoint Atlantic, and 
our many other partners at the local, state and federal levels for their steadfast support and look forward to making 
additional progress on the site in 2021.”  

“The completion of the port infrastructure improvements further positions Ørsted and Tradepoint Atlantic as leaders 
in the offshore wind industry," said Kerry Doyle, Managing Director of Tradepoint Atlantic. "Tradepoint Atlantic is 
the first facility capable of supporting large-scale offshore wind developments on the East Coast and is ideally 
positioned to provide comprehensive supply chain solutions capable of sustaining this exciting and growing energy 
sector. We congratulate Ørsted on their progress and remain committed to supporting the offshore wind projects 
taking shape along the eastern seaboard.” 

Background: Ørsted announced in 2019 a landmark agreement to develop Maryland’s first offshore wind energy 
staging center at Tradepoint Atlantic. Establishing a world-class, state-of-the-art facility for offshore wind at 
Tradepoint Atlantic marks a major milestone in the development of Ørsted’s Skipjack Wind Farm and the expansion 
of Maryland’s offshore wind energy workforce. The center advances Ørsted’s commitment to create 1,400 jobs in 
Maryland as part of the Skipjack Wind Farm, including 913 jobs measured in full-time equivalents during 
development and construction and 484 jobs during operation.  
 
About the Skipjack Wind Farm: The Skipjack Wind Farm was awarded offshore wind renewable energy credits by the 
Maryland Public Service Commission in 2017 and will generate enough clean energy to power 35,000 homes in the 
region. Ørsted plans to make $200 million in capital investments in Maryland. 
 
About Ørsted Offshore North America 
 
The Ørsted vision is a world that runs entirely on green energy. Ørsted ranks as the world’s most sustainable energy 
company in Corporate Knights’ 2021 Global 100 index of the most sustainable corporations and is recognized on the 
CDP Climate Change A List as a global leader on climate action. 
 
In the United States, Ørsted operates the Block Island Wind Farm, America’s first offshore wind farm, and 
constructed the two-turbine Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind pilot project – the first turbines to be installed in federal 
waters.  Ørsted has secured over 2,900 megawatts of additional capacity through five projects in the Northeast and 
Mid-Atlantic. Ørsted Offshore’s North American business is jointly headquartered in Boston, Massachusetts and 
Providence, Rhode Island and employs more than 150 people. To learn more visit us.orsted.com or follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@OrstedUS). 
 
About Tradepoint Atlantic 
 
The 3,300-acre multimodal logistics and industrial center in Baltimore, Md., offers a gateway to U.S. domestic and 
global markets, featuring an unmatched combination of access to deep water berths, rails and highways. At 
Tradepoint Atlantic, industry is set in motion with the financial backing of investment firms including Redwood 
Capital Investments and Hilco Global, as well as the robust support of local and state government which enable the 
redevelopment of the site. At full buildout, Tradepoint Atlantic is projected to generate 11,000 permanent jobs, $2.9 
billion in annual economic impact and add a point to Maryland’s gross domestic product as one of North America’s 
most strategic commercial gateways. From here, world-class companies unleash their potential, jobs are created, 
communities prosper and industry is set in motion. For more information visit www.tradepointatlantic.com. 
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